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1. Purpose 

This report is an update for the West of England Academic Health Science Network Board on 
progress of the Informatics Workstream. 

 

2. Background 

In 2016/17 the West of England AHSN Informatics Workstream has focused on supporting Local 
Digital Roadmap (LDR) leaders to ensure that ‘digital’ is a key theme throughout operational 
strategy development across the West of England AHSN geography. The Informatics Lead has 
worked with Chief Information Officer (CIO) / Chief Clinical Information Officer (CCIO) networks, 
NHS England, NHS Digital, academics, industry and wider digital leadership to develop 
relationships which bring communities together to develop common digital vision.  

Working with companies, entrepreneurs and academia, the Informatics Lead has continued to 
support the linkage of operational requirements with innovative digital solutions and services and 
has acted as a knowledge broker, connecting members to digital best practice and learning 
mechanisms and forging links with national teams who can offer central support to local 
requirements. 

 

3. Progress in Q4 2016/17 

In January 2017 West of England AHSN hosted the third local Chief Clinical Information Officers 
(CCIO) and Clinical/Care Practitioner digital leaders’ network meeting at the Engine Shed in 
Bristol. This local network, chaired jointly by the Informatics Lead and the CCIO for Gloucestershire 
CCG, has now attracted membership of 44 clinicians from across the West of England and the 
event was well attended with representatives from all three STP footprints. The group explored the 
emerging opportunities for specialist training, national support, system level capabilities and 
knowledge sharing networks and received input from Professor Keith NcNeil (the National CCIO 
for NHS England) and Dr Harpreet Sood (who is leading the establishment of the National Digital 
Academies). Further conference call meetings and face to face events are planned across 2017/18 
to support the acceleration of digital learning and best practice across the region.  

West of England AHSN has also hosted demonstrations from a number of digital innovators in Q4, 
most notably Snap40 (www.snap40.com) whose innovative wearable device automatically 
captures the vital signs required to calculates NEWS and continuously monitors the patient, 
providing an alert capability to clinicians via an easy to use app. A series of small pilot projects in 
the community and primary care settings are now being considered with members. 

 

 

http://www.snap40.com/
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4. Plans for 2017/18 

In 2017/18, the Informatics Lead will continue the brokering of relationships and knowledge sharing 
between member organisations, LDRs/STPs, national bodies, industry and academia to support 
the further identification, adoption and spread of innovative digital solutions which the NHS needs 
to support the transformation of patient care and promote population health.  

In Q1, we are planning a further digital themed event to be held in mid 2017. This event will build 
on the format of the Digital Art of the Possible and expand to include more hands on learning 
opportunities for delegates, particularly relating to the rapid building of evidence bases to support 
the successful adoption and spread of innovation. 

As part of planning for AHSN re-licensing, we will discuss the role of informatics to support digital 
innovation and will understand what is the most useful contribution towards STPs. 

In parallel, the Informatics Lead will continue to integrate and network with operational and industry 
stakeholders across the region and at national level to raise awareness of digital opportunities and 
will work as an enabler within the core AHSN workstreams to ensure that digital is a priority theme 
throughout all transformation programmes and agendas.  

West of England AHSN will also continue to chair the national AHSN Informatics Leads meetings 
and lead the Southern AHSN Informatics Group, maintain an advisory position on the NHS 
England South Regional Information & Digital Technology Delivery Board and act as one of the ten 
members of the national CIO Advisory Board. 

 

5. Financial Implications 

The West of England AHSN Informatics Workstream will not be awarding any grants to member 
communities in 2017/18. Funding has been set aside within overall budget planning to continue to 
support the Informatics Lead and to run the events as shown in the AHSN Business Plan.. 

 

6. Risk Implications 

There are no perceived risks to the West of England AHSN in continuing the work of the 
Informatics Workstream into 2017/18. The key regional risks to the delivery of successful digitally 
enabled transformation across the West of England geography can be summarised as:  

 

7. Implications on equalities and health inequalities 

The Academic Health Science Network Informatics workstream runs in full accordance with NHS 
policy. 

 

8. Recommendation(s) 

The Board is asked to note this report  

 

Janina Cross,  

West of England AHSN Informatics Lead, March 2017 


