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Meeting of the West of England 
Academic Health Science Network Board 

 

 
To be held on Wednesday 14 September 2016 
commencing at 10:45am at the RUH Boardroom, 
Oasis Centre, Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS 
Foundation Trust, Combe Park, Bath BA1 3NG 

 
Agenda Item: 4.7 
 
Informatics Update 

1. Purpose 
This report is an update for the Board on progress of the Informatics workstream, 
which works with West of England Academic Health Science Network member 
organisations, academia, industry and national digital leadership to further the 
progression of digitally enabled transformation across the West of England health 
and care communities.  
 
The recent Sustainability and Transformation Plans (STPs) are required by NHS 
England to have a ‘golden thread’ of digital technology running through their 
ambitions and plans for transformation and sustainability. In 2016/17 the West of 
England AHSN Informatics Lead has therefore focused on supporting the Local 
Digital Roadmap leadership to ensure that ‘digital’ is a key theme during the STP 
development process across the West of England AHSN geography. The Informatics 
workstream will continue to act as a conduit of knowledge and learning between 
footprints, fulfilling a pivotal role in linking emerging digital roadmap themes with 
opportunities presented by academia, industry, citizens and operational and national 
transformation agendas. 
 
The Informatics workstream will also play a fundamental role in supporting AHSN 
members to discover innovative digital solutions for the most complex health and 
social care challenges and to exploit technology and commercial opportunities which 
can support the transformation of patient care and promote population health. The 
role will work in parallel with the West of England AHSN Quality, Patient Safety and 
Enterprise workstreams, connecting programmes to digital innovations and 
embedding digital change best practice into system wide sustainability and 
transformation agendas. 

2. General Progress – Local Digital Roadmaps (LDRs)  
Over the course of the development of the LDRs across the West of England area, 
five common digital themes emerged: 
 

• Interoperability and Clinician-to-Clinician Communication; 
• Mobile apps and devices that really do support clinicians in delivery of care; 
• Mobile working, connectivity, the opportunities for cloud solutions and how to 

maintain cyber security; 
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• Person-centred technologies supporting self-care, including personalised   
health records and citizen digital health; 

• Population health analytics and real-time clinical decision support. 
 

There was a repeated request from the area’s LDR footprints for the West of England 
AHSN, as the ‘neutral broker,’ to arrange an event which brought together as many 
digital ‘art of the possible’ solutions and services in one place, on one day to support 
LDR stakeholders in assessing and pinpointing opportunities to progress and 
accelerate their digital agendas.  
 
The ‘Digital Art of the Possible’ event has therefore been arranged for the 22 
September 2016 at Ashton Gate Stadium, Bristol, which brings together upwards of 
fifty companies, innovators and national leaders who will be showcasing their 
products and services (aligned to the above five themes) and providing guidance and 
best practice learning to an audience of health and care professionals from across 
the South West.  
 
The event will also include a series of workshops designed to complement the core 
digital themes. These include: 

 
• Information Governance Alliance / Information Commissioners Office on data 

security, consent and sharing (Representatives from the National Data 
Guardian office will also potentially attend) ; 

• Code4Health who will address the opportunities presented by open source 
solutions and will showcase best practice examples from across the country; 

• Wessex AHSN will present on the analytics and ‘big data’ progress being 
made with the Hampshire Health Record; 

• Southampton University Hospitals will be sharing their learning on the 
development of Personal Health Records together with national leads. 

 
NHS England Information Governance and Procurement specialists and NHS Digital 
Cyber Security subject matter experts will also be attending to give guidance and 
support to delegates. National Information Board (NIB) representatives will be on 
hand to give guidance as to the ten NIB Digital Domains and associated thirty three 
national programmes of work. Kent Surrey and Sussex AHSN will be providing 
companies with 1:1 innovation surgeries to support improved solution positioning 
within the NHS emerging digital marketplace.  
 
NHS England and the South Central and West Commissioning Support Unit are 
assisting in the event arrangements and will act as co-hosts on the day. Entrance for 
health and care professionals is free and there are spaces for 150 delegates.  
 
This event is not only aimed at digital leaders but also at operational managers, 
clinicians and STP stakeholders who are keen to explore the opportunities (and 
potentially, the threats) that digital presents to transformation agendas. A South West 
wide communication campaign has already resulted in over 110 delegate 
registrations with 49 companies currently signed up to exhibit.  
 
The responsibility for post event discussions and relationship progression between 
delegates and exhibitors will be the responsibility of the individuals concerned. 
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However West of England AHSN will be available to support introductions and broker 
relationships where potential opportunities exist. 

4. Financial Implications 
The West of England AHSN Informatics Workstream will not be awarding any grants 
to member communities in 2016/17. Funding has been set aside within overall 
budget planning to support the Informatics Lead at 0.4 FTE capacity. Nominal 
funding has also been set aside to run the above event and a further, smaller 
informatics themed event within the year.  
 
Companies exhibiting at the ‘Digital Art of the Possible’ event on the 22 September 
2016 have been charged a nominal fee according to their size and turnover. 
Sponsorship opportunities have also been offered, meaning that the event costs 
should be kept to a minimum from the West of England AHSN perspective. The 
SCWCSU have also agreed to pay 50% of the venue costs should the exhibitor and 
sponsor fees not adequately cover such. 

5. Implications on equalities and health inequalities 
The West of England Academic Health Science Network informatics workstream runs 
in full accordance with NHS policy. 

6. Risk Implications 
There are no West of England AHSN Informatics workstream risks to report at 
present. 

7. Recommendation(s) 
The Board is asked to: 

7.1 Note this report and support communication within their own organisations and STP 
footprints to encourage attendance at the ‘Digital Art of the Possible’ event wherever 
possible. 
Link to the ‘Digital Art of the Possible’ event: 
http://www.weahsn.net/event/the-digital-art-of-the-possible-supporting-delivery-of-
local-digital-roadmaps/ 

 
Janina Cross,  
Informatics Lead 
August 2016 


