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Introduction
This brochure highlights the innovations which are available via the Innovation 
Technology Payment (ITP) Scheme, (usually innovations are available at  
zero cost for 12 months) and the Accelerated Access Collaborative (AAC).  
The AAC is a collaboration hosted by NHS England and NHS Improvement 
involving industry partners, patient groups, government organisations  
and arm’s length bodies, to promote innovations for rapid uptake  
and spread to make the NHS the most pro-innovation health system in  
the world. The AAC brings industry, government and the NHS together  
to remove barriers to uptake of innovations, so that NHS patients  
have faster access to innovations that can transform care.

Diagnostic

Placental Growth Factor Test 
– a blood test to aid diagnosis of pre-eclampsia and risk assess for associated complications 
enabling appropriate admission for care or for patients to return home. 

High Sensitivity Troponin Test 
– a blood test to support early rule in or rule out for acute myocardial infarction.

Heartflow 
– advanced image analysis software that creates a 3D model of the coronary arteries and 
analyses the impact that blockages have on blood flow to rapidly diagnose patients with 
suspected Coronary Heart Disease. 

Quantitative faecal immunochemical tests 
– three diagnostic tests which reduce referrals to secondary care for patients with  
suspected cancer.

Endocuff Vision 
– a medical device which attaches to the distal end of an endoscope improving colorectal 
examination for patients undergoing bowel cancer tests.

Faecal Calprotectin 
– a pathway to help GPs make the difficult distinction between irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) 
and inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) to reduce unnecessary secondary care referrals.

Pathway/Service Improvement 

Faecal Microbiota Transplant (FMT) 
– This is a treatment for recurrent Clostridium Difficile r(CDI). FMT is the transfer of processed 
faecal material from a healthy individual to one with disease and is based on the premise 
that r(CDI) is related to an imbalance in the gut microbiome correctable by FMT.
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Pharmaceutical 

PCSK9 inhibitors 
– for treatment of primary hypercholesterolaemia and mixed dyslipidaemia –  
Two cost-effective drugs that significantly lower cholesterol. - alirocumab [Sanofi]  
- evolocumab [Amgen].

Cladribine for treating highly active relapsing-remitting 
multiple sclerosis in adults 
– A drug for multiple sclerosis with a novel mode of action, high efficacy and  
a low treatment and monitoring burden [Brand name: Mavenclad, Merck].

Clinical / Surgical devices

SpaceOAR Hydrogel 
– is a spacer, inserted via a minimally invasive procedure, which forms a barrier  
to protect the rectum during radiotherapy to the prostate.

GammaCore 
– a handheld medical device that enables patients to self-administer discrete 
doses of non-invasive vagal nerve stimulation for cluster headache.

Urolift 
– an alternative surgical procedure that can be performed as a day case for  
benign prostatic hyperplaisia (BPH), a common and chronic condition where  
the enlarged prostate can make it difficult for a man to pass urine. 

SecurAcath 
– a device to secure peripherally inserted venous catheters that is  
associated with a low incidence of catheter associated complications,  
improved stability and reduced infection for patients with a peripherally  
inserted central catheter.

Ethicon Plus Antibacterial Sutures 
– a new type of surgical suture that reduces the rate of Surgical Site Infection (SSI) 
such as MRSA, through use of antimicrobial suture packs. 

Digital and Software

S12 Solutions 
– an App and a website connecting approved mental health professionals  
with S12 approved doctors. 

Patient Held Medical Records 
– a range of digital solutions are available to enable patient controlled medical 
record providing a lifelong record and a single source of information for patients.

myCOPD 
– a web based application for the self-management of chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD). 
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National Health Service 
Innovation Accelerator (NIA)
This is an accelerator programme designed  
by NHSE and delivered in partnership with the 
AHSNs. Through its process of annual international 
call innovations which address a need or  
challenge faced by the NHS are identified.  
More information and an overview of the 
innovations within this programme are available 
here https://nhsaccelerator.com. Hard copies 
of a brochure are available. Please contact 
Millie.O’Keeffe@weahsn.net  

The West of England AHSN also has an Innovation 
Team which uses a whole systems approach to 
matching innovation to locally identified challenges, 
connecting and brokering relationships between 
innovators, patients, carers, industry, academia  
and healthcare professionals. 

For more information on  
any of the innovations 
featured, please get in 
touch with the team at the 
West of England AHSN at 
transformation@weahsn.net.


